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Write a 750-1,000 word essay comparing and contrasting the three major curriculum development models: subject-centered, learner-centered, and problem-centered.

Include the following:


· Explanation of key characteristics of each model and how each model is related to learning theory.

· Explanation of how each model can be used to meet the diverse needs of gifted students, ELLs, and students with IEPs and 504 plans.

· Explanation of how technology can be utilized within each model to enhance instruction to improve student outcomes.

Support your essay with 2-3 scholarly resources.

Prepare this assignment according to the guidelines found in the APA Style Guide.

Thank you for your essay comparing curriculum development models. Developing, designing and implementing your curriculum is no easy task. With the rise of educational technology and the diverse populations, teachers have their work cut out for them. Having A strong framework of curriculum development is necessary for student motivation. You provided great learning theories and instructional strategies for each model. Along with your approach to develop your unit plan I look forward to seeing your unit plan in the weeks to come. 
Excellent job on your APA formatting.
Cindy
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Curriculum Development Models
Introduction

Curriculum development models are designed with a specific educational purpose in mind. We will in a world that is constantly changing. New discoveries influence the need to implement different forms of instructional strategies and organizational methods. The constant is that they are all focused on achieving optimal students learning achievements and outcomes. Curriculum development is a process used in primary, secondary and higher education classrooms to create, adjust, modify and/or revise instruction to foster innovative techniques and strategies to improve student learning experiences (Schweitzer, 2019). 

When it comes to one’s teaching style, it is important to have a deep understanding on one’s own pedagogy. This paper will discuss three evidence-based curriculum development models: Subject-centered, learner-centered, and problem centered.
Subject-centered Curriculum Model

The subject-centered model has dominated school curriculum since the beginning of formal education in the U.S. It is a teacher-centered model that does not allow for student choice as it revolves around a specific content area, such as mathematics, English, or reading. It is less concerned with a student’s individual learning style compared to learner-centered and problem-centered curriculum designs and can lead to decreased student motivation and engagement (Self, 1998). 
Characteristics

The subject-centered curriculum model focuses on the subject rather than the student. It is the most commonly used model found in K-12 public schools. Curriculum planning is easier and simpler to implement as syllabus for all schools are centrally prepared and approved. In addition, this model corresponds mostly with textbooks and a predetermined set of standards that states what should be taught and when. Moreover, all students are taught the same content material regardless of their developmental level. Emphasis is placed on acquisition, memorization, and knowledge of each specific subject matter, and student interests are considered only after content requirements are deeply rooted (Self, 1998).
Diverse Needs

The subject-centered curriculum model allows limited flexibility for cross-curricular activity. Its structured implementation fosters distinct periods of time for each standard, which is usually presented in sequential order. This process forms a pattern that is easy to follow that allows an orderly progression for students to receive the content material. The curriculum is beneficial for ELL and special needs students as standards of achievement are not fixed which allows for grading on a curve. Though teaching the content standards is the primary goal, ELL and special needs students can benefit from repetitively being introduced to and viewing materials from varied perspectives, such as, research-based projects, classroom games and activities, as well as individual and group presentations. Gifted students can benefit from the model as content can be modified through acceleration, the use of more advanced or complex concepts. Additionally, a way of modifying curriculum is to provide gifted students with an interdisciplinary approach (Berger, 1991; Tomlinson, 2017). 
Learner-centered Curriculum Model


Conversely, the learner-centered model considers student needs, personal goals and interests. It takes more of an individualist perspective rather than a uniformed approach. This model empowers learners to engage in learning through choice, autonomy and independence. This model is based on a constructivism approach (Berger, 1991). 
Characteristics


The learner-centered model is student-centered rather than teacher-centered.  The teacher’s role is as facilitator of student growth. Educators use student interests and their unique needs to cultivate instruction that is relevant and meaningful. Learner-centered classrooms are based on established goals, and student performance is assessed on whether they achieve predetermined and objectives that are oriented developmentally (Schweitzer, 2019
). 

Furthermore, this model is proven to be effective in student engagement and motivation. The disadvantage of this model is due to time constraints and the amount of material the teacher must cover in a specific timeframe, it can be challenging creating and/or developing the necessary materials for each lesson. By the same token, balancing students’ interest with the standards required outcome may be an overwhelming task. Jacobs and Borland (1986) maintains gifted students benefit tremendously from this curriculum as it goes beyond traditional content area learning. It gravitates more toward encouraging students to attain an integrated understanding of knowledge (Schweitzer, 2019).
Diverse Needs

One of the most effective strategies that benefits ELL, special needs, and gifted students is differentiated instruction. Learner-centered, unlike subject-centered curriculum design provides students with an opportunity to select assignments, learning experiences, as well as activities. This model encourages small group and collaborative learning, both of which are important to ELL, special needs students. Gifted students are encouraged to complete enrichment activities to further their knowledge of the topic. Essentially, giving students multiple options of acquiring information, making sense of ideas, and expressing themselves in the best way to effectively demonstrate what they know (Berger, 1991; Tomlinson, 2017).
Problem-centered Curriculum Model

Like learner-centered, this approach is based on a constructivism learning theory. The problem-centered model, developed to improve student engagement, motivation, interest, and critical thinking skills, stimulates learning by allowing students to see relevance and real-world application for future career opportunities (Schweitzer, 2019). 
Characteristics


The problem-centered curriculum, like the learner-centered is a student-centered pedagogy. Learning is not fostered through the teacher imparting knowledge, but through encouraging an inquisitive style of learning. The problem is the starting point of the learning process. As a result, activity-based, group-based, and interdisciplinary learning are central parts of the problem-centered curriculum model. In addition, learning processes requiring activities involving research, decision-making and writing gives the students the opportunity to gain deeper learning (Schweitzer, 2019
).
Diverse Needs

Teachers proactively prepare lessons with a variety of ways to effect learning as they have already considered individual learning styles and needs. ELL, special needs, and gifted students can be encouraged to demonstrate what they have learned in a form that reflects their preferred learning style. Students needs can be met by allowing them to express their mastery of a skill in a variety of ways, such as through written, oral, digital reports, creative design, or performance
. Moreover, the teacher selects learning options accordingly because she knows her student needs within the classroom. As a result, these learning experiences will be an appropriate fit for most learners (Tomlinson, 2017).
Technology


Technology is no longer a topic that requires introduction.  Students today know no other world than a world where technology mutually exists with them. On many levels, students know more about technology than teachers. Whether for subject-centered, learner-centered, and problem-centered curriculum development models when it comes to technology students are missing key processes that will improve their: communication skills, comprehension of the world around them, 
broadened perspectives, and real-world problem solving
. 


For example: (1) Technology benefits the subject-centered as teachers can create a digital classroom to post the digital textbooks, video lectures, worksheets, assignments, and a way to community with the teacher; (2) technology can benefit learner-centered curriculum in the same way as the subject-centered model, but in addition digital assessments can be created that will provide immediate feedback to the student and teacher which will allow for quicker adjustments to instruction; and (3) technology can benefit problem-solving curriculum through each item discussed previously, as well the model provides simulation software that portrays real-world situations and problems to solve. In addition, it provides opportunities for active rather than passive learning.


The development and implementation of a technology-friendly environment can move teachers toward a classroom a learner-centered instead of a subject-centered curriculum model giving students more ownership their education. Rather than facilitators, teachers become instructors which enables students to drive the pace and acquisition of knowledge.
Conclusion

Curriculum development is an ongoing process, as it is important to avoid gaps and repetition through grade levels. Likewise, the models should ensure that the understanding and skills students are expected to develop fit together, that they are provided with the knowledge and skills that will prepare them for the future. Periodic evaluation of the curriculum effectiveness will allow necessary adjustments to ensure the model will meet the long-term needs of all students (Gibson, 2006).
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�I appreciate titles as it helps me with the grading rubric. 2nd level heading should be in the left margin. 





We need to cover some content to guide the students. We can use visual, audio or textual that will relate to various learning styles. Then we can transition to another model. The point is not to stick with subject centered for an hour.


�I do like to see teacher in the role as a facilitator. Can you think of projects you can implement under this strategy? I think CTE naturally lends itself naturally to learner centered curriculum. 


�In addition, a little subject centered directives are needed to stay focused on matering the objective for the day. 


�Great list of activities. In addition, Tomlinson is a great author on differentiated instruction. 


�I agree considering we are teaching Generation X who was born after Internet was accessible. 





